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During the testing of the resistors for the new short column, one of
the test resistors failed at 114,000 volts. The present column design calls
for a 15-section column with resistors running at 50,000 volts. The column
may be shortened at some later date to a 10-section column with resistors
running at 75,000 volts. It was the general feeling at the time of the
failure that the resistors should not at any time be the limiting factor on
the column design. Since the properties of the resin and the effect of high
voltage on the resin over long periods of time are not known, a program
was started:'to improve the overall properties of the resistor assemblies.
The general idea is to improve the thermal conductivity of resin without any
loss of electrical properties. The first test indicated a few things of
interest.

1., Swall amounts of filler will settle out of the casting unless a
fast cure cycle is used.

2, Small amounts of filler have little effect on the properties of
the casting. '

3. The fillers used do not seem to lower the dielectric strength of
the resin.

The second test in which a thermistor was bonded to the resistors
indicated the following:
1. The temperature rise in Block 1 was about half that in Block 4.

2. Block 1 and Block 2 show a small difference even though there is
twice as much filler in Block 1 as in Block 2. (Filler-boron-nitride).

3. Block 3 filled with alumina with the same ratio as Block 1 has a
temperature rise about one third greater than Block 1.

The author feels that the resin system in Block 2 being lower in viscosity

using only one half as much filler is the system to use in the casting of the
final resistors. '

Distribution: A, van Steenbergen
T. Sluyters
A. Soukas
W. Schneider
R. Larson
T. Fishman
R. Zider
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